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The Norwegian Cooperation programme with Bulgaria
Individual Project
	Assessment reduction and prevention of air, water and soil pollution in Stara Zagora region

	

	Project Promoter:
	Partner (main):

	Trakia University, Faculty of Agriculture
	Norwegian University of Life Science

	Type of Applicant:
	Type of partner:

	University
	University

	
	Other partners: Municipality of Stara Zagora, University of Oslo

	Grant amount awarded:
	Total eligible project cost: 

	EUR 541’454
	EUR 637’654

	Grant rate: 
	Case no: 

	85 %
	2008/115236

	Planned project duration: 5/2009 – 4/2011
	Project web-site: 



	Short project description: 

The project goal is to assess the level of pollutants in air, water and soil and to identify their detrimental effect on plants, animals and human health.  Through scientific research and establishment of sustainable monitoring system, the assessment results will provide necessary data and understanding needed for the development of knowledge based decision support tools for sustainable management of natural resources in Stara Zagora region. It will lead to practical measures to be undertaken by the local government in order to establish monitoring of gas emission and develop a programme for reduction of anthropogenic gas emissions and thereby health protection. The project activities will include investigation of the chain air-water-soil-plants-animals-human beings and development of programmes for reducing pollution and thereby human health protection, and thus to contribute to the objectives of the municipality’s programmes. The research cooperation with the Norwegian partners will furthermore gain other aspects of relevance for ecosystem policy at national, regional and global level, such as effects of climate change and biodiversity. The project activities will be conducted in collaboration with Regional Environmental Agency (MoEW).

	Expected results:
· Establishment of an environmental research centre in Trakia University with modern laboratory and equipment for quick analyses of samples. 

· Three scientific surveys performed to ascertain the effect of polluters and their impact on soil, plants and animals. 

· Two trainings/workshops with the research team and stake holders conducted

· System of permanent regional monitoring of environment and control of pollution elaborated and introduced. 
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